
 

 

 

 

 

PROPHETS AND 

KINGS OF THE 

DIVIDED KINGDOM  

Old Testament Study 
 

Embry Hills church of Christ 

 Summer 2017 

 

 

Embry Hills church of Christ 



OT HISTORY  Prophets and Kings 

 
 

Embry Hills church of Christ Page 2 
 



OT HISTORY  Prophets and Kings 

 
 

Embry Hills church of Christ Page 3 
 

LESSON NUMBER/SUBJECT AND CHAPTERS 
COVERED/DATES 

Class 
 

Subject  Date 

1 S 
Kings Rehoboam & Jeroboam vs the 

Prophets Ahijah & Shemaiah 
Danny 6/4 

2 W Jeroboam & the Man of God Danny 6/11 

3 S Asa & the Prophets of God Ryan 6/14 

4 W Ahab and Elijah Ryan 6/18 

5 S Ahab, Jehosphat & Micah Danny 6/21 

6 W Elisha & Obadiah Ryan 6/25 

7 S Elisha & Jehu 
Ryan 6/28 

8 S Joash & Joel Danny 7/2 

9 W Jonah, Nahum and Nineveh Danny 7/5 

10 S Amos & Hosea Ryan 7/9 

11 W Ahaz & Micah Ryan 7/12 

12 S Hezekiah & Isaiah Danny 7/16 

13 W Isaiah 
Danny 7/19 

 

Objectives:  
1. Learn about Godôs prophets to his people   
2. Learn about the Kings of Israel and Judah. 
3. Better understand the prophets by better understanding their hearers.  
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In this class we will study the prophets of the Divided Kingdom, Exile and Return over 26 
lessons including those who did not write books but whose actions are recorded in Kings 
and Chronicles. In effect this class will be a survey of the prophets but look at them in 
relation to the Kings and People. In fact six of OT Books we think of as the histories are 

(Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings  ) are called the Former Prophets in the Hebrew 

Bible with what we think of as the books of the prophets called the Later Prophets (Isaiah, 

Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the Twelve or the "Minor Prophets" . 

The author of Kings and 
Chronicles is unknown, 
although Jewish tradition 
ascribes the work to the 
prophet Jeremiah for Kings 
and Ezra for Chronicles.  The 
book of Kings provides a 
prophetically oriented view of 
the spiritual and moral causes 
that led to the political & 
economic demise of the two 
kingdoms. The material is too 
selective to be considered a 
biography of the kings.  
 
First Chronicles covers the 
United Kingdom and after the 
division just covers the Kings 
of Judah. The first half of 1 Kings traces the life of Davidôs successor and son Solomon. 
Under his leadership Israel rose to the peak of her size and glory. Solomonôs great 
accomplishments, including the unsurpassed splendor of the temple which he constructed 
in Jerusalem, brought him worldwide fame and respect. However, Solomonôs zeal for God 
diminished in his later years, as pagan wives turned his heart away from wholehearted 
worship of God. As a result, the king with the divided heart leaves behind a divided 
kingdom, and 1 Kings then traces the twin histories of two sets of kings and two nations of 
disobedient people. 
 
Take a moment to look at your notebook, in addition to the class lessons there is a 
reference section with maps, list of the kings, prophets, weights and a background 
discussion on the structure of the prophets and time frame of their prophecies. In addition to 
the reference material is a timeline listing the kings and prophets on the back cover. You will 
be referring to the reference section to help answer class questions. 
 
To help provide structure over the material we will be covering each lesson will generally 
include:  

   when events happened, 
   where events happened, 

              who was involved (king, prophets and/or people),  
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              what is happening and why events are occurring.  
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Often when people think of the prophets the focus is on them as foretellers because part of 
knowing a man is a true prophet is that what he says will happen does happen. Indeed, as 
we look at the individual books of the prophets we will look at their prophecies and their 
fulfillment. The fulfillment of the foretelling means the manôs word is true and from God and 
need to be listened too just as the passage in Deuteronomy shows.   
 
Deuteronomy 18:18-22(ESV)  
18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, 
and he shall speak to them all that I command him.   
19And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name,  I myself will require it of him.   
20But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not commanded him to speak, or£ 
ǿƘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎƻŘǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƳŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŘƛŜΦΩ   
21!ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ΨIƻǿ Ƴŀȅ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǇƻƪŜƴΚΩτ  22 when a 
prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that 
the Lord has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him. 

 

The importance of the prophets as part of the scriptures (Three parts of the Hebrew bible 
are the Law, Prophets and Writings) are mentioned by the authors of the New Testament. 
 
Luke 24:44 (ESV) Jesus Appears to His Disciples 
44  ¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƛƭŜ I was still with you, that everything 
written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘΦέ  

 
Matthew repeatedly states events occurred to fulfill the prophets -    
Matthew 1:22 (ESV) Birth of Jesus 
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
  
Matthew 26:56 (ESV) His Capture in the Garden of Gethsemane 
But ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘΦέ ¢ƘŜƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƭŜŦǘ 
him and fled.  

 

Peter tells us to be mindful of what the prophets had to say 
2 Peter 3:2 (NKJV)  
that you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the 
commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior,  

 
Peter also tells us that prophets and angels longed to know what was this grace from God so we 
need to understand what the prophets predicted about the Christ  
1 Peter 1:10-12 (NKJV)  
10  Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the grace that 
would come to you, 11inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he 
predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. 12 It was revealed to them that they were 
serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to you through those who 
preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look. 

 
James tells us to learn from the examples of suffering and patience of the prophets 
James 5:10 (NKJV)  
My brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord, as an example of suffering and patience.  
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And Paul references the prophets in his sermons especially in the sample sermon to the 
Jews at the synagogue in Antioch in Pisidia. He expected them to have knowledge of the 
prophets and what they had prophesied.  
 
Acts 13:15 -16    
And after the reading of the Law and the Prophets  (parts of the Hebrew bible) , the rulers of the synagogue 

sent to them, saying, "Men and brethren, if you have any word of exhortation for the people, say on."  
Paul gives history of Godôs interaction with Israel 

13:17 God chose our fathers, made the people great in Egypt & led them out  
13:18 Forty years in wilderness 

13:19 Destroyed 7 nations in Canaan & gave them the land 

13:20 Gave then judges 
13:21 People asked for a king & got Saul 

13:22 Saul removed & David made King, a man after my heart  
13:23 Promised that from Davidôs offspring a Savior would come (Jesus) 

13:24-25 John the Baptist proclaimed repentance & His coming 

13:26  So you sitting here know that  we have been sent with this message  
13:27 For those who dwell in Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they did not know Him,  

nor even the voices of the Prophets which are read every Sabbath,  
have fulfilled them in condemning Him.  

13:28 asked Pilate to crucify him 

13:29 took him down from the tree and laid him in a tomb as was written (in the prophets)  
13:30 But God raised him from the dead  

13:31 Jesus appeared to many who are now his witness 
13:32 -37  We bring you the good news that which was promised has been fulfilled  by raising 

Jesus as foretold in Psalms  
13:38-39 Therefore through Jesus is forgiveness of sins, which law of Moses could not do 

Acts 13:40 -41  (NKJV)  

40  Beware therefore, lest what has been spoken in the prophets come upon you & then quotes Habakkuk 
1:5.  "Look among the nations and watch-- Be utterly astounded! For I will work a work in your days 
Which you would not believe, though it were told you.  

 
When Paul reached Rome and Jews of the city came to hear him he used the prophets as a means 
to persuade them of Jesus as the Messiah. Paul tells the Ephesians that a building stone of being 
citizens of Godôs household are the teachings of the prophets. So we will set out to learn about them 
in this class. 

 
Acts 28:23 (NKJV)  
23  So when they had appointed him a day, many came to him at his lodging, to whom he explained and 
solemnly testified of the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus from both the Law of Moses 
and the Prophets, from morning till evening. (Just as Jesus did Luke 24:27). 

 
Romans 3:21 (NKJV)  
21  But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the 
Prophets,  

 
Ephesians 2:20 (NKJV)  
19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of 
the household of God, 20  having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
Himself being the chief corner stone,  
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Lesson 1:  Kings Rehoboam & Jeroboam vs Prophets Ahijah & Shemaiah 

Readings ï 1 King 12 & 14, 2 Chronicles 11 to 13 
 

 

 

  

In todayôs lesson we see the how God uses the nature and character of Rehoboam to 

set in motion the division of the United Kingdom into the Divided Kingdoms of the 

North (Israel ï Jeroboam) and the South (Judah Rehoboam). Each Kingdom would 

have 20 kings before going into captivity. More importantly we see how Jeroboamôs 

lack of faith in the Lord leads to the false calf worship that will plague Israel to the 

bitter end. He plays to the desires/vanity/envy of the people by letting anyone be a 

priest, making it more convenient to worship (less distance to travel to 2 worship sites 

ïBethel and Dan) and having feast day at the same time as the Mosaic Covenant. 

The prophets of this lesson of Ahijah who anointed Jeroboam and told his wife the 

fate of his dynasty. The ñman of Godò who confronted Jeroboam but also listened to a 

false prophet and died. The final prophet is Shemaiah who dealt with Rehoboam. 
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Mark 

Location 

What Event? 

Shechem  

Dan  

Bethel  

Shiloh  

Ammon  
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Syr ia �±9t h Centur y

Isr ael �±10t h Centur y

Assyr ia�±8t h Centur y

Babyl on �±7t h Centur y

Babyl on exi l e�±6t h Cent ur y

Per sian�±r et ur n 

6/5t h Centur y

Ahijah
Man of God
Jehu

ISRAEL JUDAH

9009501000

800850900

700750800

600650700

500550600

400450500

500550600

Shemaiah
Azariah
Hanani

Elijah
Elisha
Micaiah
Man of God

Obadiah
Joel

Jonah
Amos
Hosea

Micah
Isaiah

Zephaniah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Jeremiah

Jeremiah - Judah
Daniel  - rulers in Babylon
Ezekiel �t captives in Babylon

Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

The history of the divided kingdom has been 

divided into the time periods of different 

oppressors. Circle the prophets in this lesson & 

mark the decades of their activities using the 

timelines in the reference section/back cover

Have you ever listened to 
wrong advice & how did you 
know it was bad advice?

Jeroboam set up a false 
�U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���W�R���*�R�G�·�V���/�D�Z��
so people would follow him. 
Have you ever believed a 
half - truth statement? How 
long did it take to figure out 
what part was wrong?

Jeroboam set up a false 
religion because he feared 
people would return to 
southern kingdom. Have you 
ever made a bad decision due 
to fear?


